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Week 7 Discussion: The Affordable Care Act
The Affordable Care Act or Obamacare has proven resilient irrespective of the Trump’s and his Republican’s determination to replace it. Despite the legal battles in 2018, Obamacare has proven even better by enrolling more than the number expected in 2018. The article “Obamacare mandate says goodbye in 20189, as health law faces new threat” authored by Brendan Kirby, a Fox News health reporter, examines the legal obstacles that the Affordable Care Act is facing. According to Kirby (2018), the issue of the individual mandate in the ACA or Obamacare has elicited many concerns, especially from the opponents who believe that the penalizing people who have already bought insurance will be detrimental and unfair to the population. Despite the challenges or the shortcomings of the ACA, it is still better because it ensures that every American is covered and receives better healthcare services. Nies and McEwen (2019) explain the social justice approach citing that community and public health nurses have a responsibility to promote health for all people including those who are vulnerable and cannot afford it. This is the same principle that the ACA is trying to achieve; ensuring that everyone access better and good quality healthcare service. 
One of the ethical concerns from the article includes the constant threat from the Republicans to repeal Obamacare without considering how it has helped many people. The Republicans seem to be concerned with the political consequences of losing the battle over the ACA instead of focusing on how it could be improved to include everyone. As Nies and McEwen (2019) explain, everyone has a right to have access to better and affordable healthcare. In the case of the Republicans’ views, it seems that they are not concerned with the poor people or the vulnerable population who cannot afford expensive healthcare.
As Nies and McEwen (2019) explain, a community health nurse (CHN) has a responsibility to participate in preventive focus which addresses the factors that are considered to be the precursors to poor health in the community, as well as try to address the potential health challenges that may emerge before they happen. Therefore, a community health nurse needs to be engaged during the policymaking process because they are the ones interacting with the larger members of the public or community. Through this, they can identify the challenges and the shortcomings with the ACA as well as propose the solutions to improve it and not to repeal it as per the Republicans’ view. Politicians will always argue based on political interests, but not in the interest of the public. Since the community health nurses interact often with many members of the public including the vulnerable, they can provide crucial information in policy drafting.
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